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Minister Haldane's schemes intended to create
" a nation in arms." He had denounced Lord
Roberts's plea for conscription. The War Office
proposals " avoided the hateful word c compel/ "
but were certain to lead to conscription. To
that he had no objection, if it were a necessary
measure of defence, as he thought it might be in
Australia. He preferred an armed nation to a
professional army - provided that it was con-
trolled by a Socialist Government. The British
Territorial Force seemed to him to be objection-
able, not only as "an army of workers officered
by rich men/5 but because there was no need for
it, if our foreign policy were wisely framed.
It could not, he argued, be needed unless the
Government anticipated war. We know now
that Haldane did anticipate it. His clearer
intellect was not clouded, as those of Grey and
Asquith were, by the vague hope that some lucky
chance would cause the avalanche they had
started to stop of its own accord. When it
crashed on an unsuspecting world, the plans
prepared under Haldane's direction were the
sole indication that any precaution had been
taken, any foresight used. HaJHardie known all
that was then hidden, he would, while still
condemning Grey's policy, have given Haldane
credit for being the one man in the Cabinet who
saw clearly what was bound to come of it and
who prepared accordingly.
The   pitiful   failure   of Socialists   in   Britain,
France, and Germany to resist the war madness